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Lorene Holland Lumpkin
Oral History Memoir Interview Number 1

Interviewed by Carol M. McEntyre August 24, 2007
Franklin, Tennessee

Project: Carver School of Church Social Work


McENTYRE: —spell your first and last name.

LUMPKIN: Lorene Holland Lumpkin. My first name is spelled L-o-r-e-n-e. My middle initial is for Holland, and then L-u-m-p-k-i-n.

pause in recording

|00:00:28|

McENTYRE: So what years were you at Carver [School of Missions and Social Work]? LUMPKIN: Nineteen forty and forty-two—till forty-two.
McENTYRE: And where did you come from to Carver? LUMPKIN: West Tennessee. Place called Scotts Hill, Tennessee.
McENTYRE: What were your career goals at the time when you went to Carver?

LUMPKIN: To prepare to do whatever the Lord had called me to do. I had a very dramatic call as a teenager, when I was fifteen years old. And so I knew from that day on that God wanted me to do something special so that I, from that day, planned to go to college, and from that day planned to go and do graduate work.

McENTYRE: Really. From the time you were a teenager. LUMPKIN: Uh-huh.
|00:01:31|

McENTYRE: Can you tell me about the dramatic call, what—
 
LUMPKIN: Yes. It was—I was actually spending the night with my Sunday school teacher. We lived about two miles from where I attended church, and she had asked me to spend the night with her. I was there and had just—just the voice came and said, “I have something special I want you to do.” And I said, “No, Lord, not me,” (both laugh) because I was a farmer’s daughter and I knew all the things ahead that you would have to do, you know. So it said, “Yes, I have something special that I want you to do.” I just kept sort of wrestling with the Lord in a way. And finally I said, “Okay, whatever it is, I’ll do it.” At the time, I was very much interested in missions and really was very interested in China. So I just started on that long pursuit. (laughs)

McENTYRE: So then what made you decide to go to Carver? LUMPKIN: Probably because it was the closest school.
|00:03:10|

McENTYRE: Let’s see. When did you decide you wanted to be a social worker? That’s a good question.

LUMPKIN: Well, while I was in Carver, I took my first class under Dr. [Carrie U.] Littlejohn. She taught social work. She presented it in such a way that I just felt the need of helping people around me. And if that was part of what God wanted me to do, then I wanted to do it. It’s like, you could do social work anywhere in the world because those needs were special. And I remember a story that she told in class. She was saying that sometimes we’re very narrow-minded about, like, people drinking wine and things like that. She said, “But the French people, that to them is like water.” And I thought yes, because (laughs) in my little church—where I was attending then was at Sardis, Tennessee, which is close by the other place. Anyway, (laughs) it was very conservative, you know. And all my life I was taught to be a teetotaler (pronounces “toe-tettler”). (laughs) Even in my home—I mean, nothing like that was ever in our home or anything like that. I thought maybe we don’t really understand cultures. And just from that, I began thinking, It’s okay, wherever the Lord wants me.

|00:05:09|

McENTYRE: So how—did your calling then evolve while you were at Carver, you think?

LUMPKIN: Yes, through college. We did a lot of—in college, we did—I belonged to a group called the Life Service Band, and we did a lot of social work in that in Jackson, Tennessee. I went to Union University in Jackson, Tennessee. We did a lot of social work with that. We also—(laughs) I remember doing a Vacation Bible School for little black children in Jackson. We were terribly criticized for it because, at that time, you just weren’t supposed to connect up with other ethnic groups or anything, you know. Of course, I didn’t think anything about it, and the rest of the people didn’t either. We just thoroughly enjoyed it. And then afterwards—during my college days and seminary days, I worked for the State of Tennessee every summer doing Vacation Bible Schools. And
 
one of the Bible schools—I have a picture here—doing it in a black church out of Paris, Tennessee. So it just—

|00:06:27|

And then when I went to the seminary [Southern Baptist Theological Seminary], there were always needs, especially because we were taught—I mean, we had to do fieldwork. We were assigned to different groups of fieldwork. My first assignment happened to be at the children’s home in downtown Louisville, and it was on Sunday evening. My second assignment in the second year was a group of RA [Royal Ambassador] boys. But we would take them to different places in Louisville, you know, to see the work. And as I was telling you about Sue Ellen. [Lumpkin note: Her maiden name was Sue Ellen Ray.
She later married a Stancil.] I asked her where she did her work, and she said in one of the downtown clubs for children. That’s where I learned to—actually, it was a great training for when my husband and I did home missions. We were home missionaries for twenty years, almost twenty-five. But anyway, we worked in Christian social ministries. Of course, they do not use that term any longer, but that was our first assignment. And I learned about social work in the seminary to do things like that.

|00:08:02|

McENTYRE: When you think back to your classes at Carver, what comes to mind? Do you recall, like, a favorite class or faculty member or—

LUMPKIN: Well, I suppose my mission class was one of my favorite classes, taught by
W. O. Carver. He, to me, was just missions. He was such an—he lived a long time before his time. He taught with the mind of a person who was in the future from where we were then. And then I took another mission course under Dr. Gorham(??), which was over in the seminary, the main seminary, when they’d go out into The Beeches. [ed. note: The seminary campus was often referred to as The Beeches because of the surrounding beech trees.] And Dr. Littlejohn was another one that I adored.
McENTYRE: What was it about the missions class that struck you so? LUMPKIN: Well, inspiration, for one thing, about the world and its needs. He [Dr.
Gorham(??)] could make it so real to you. If he was talking about a particular country, it
was very real. You felt like they were there. But if he was talking about methods, they were real, too.

|00:09:28|

McENTYRE: This is—what was your relationship with the faculty like? LUMPKIN: Fun.
McENTYRE: Fun?

LUMPKIN: Yes.
 
McENTYRE: In what way?

LUMPKIN: Well, I mean I—they were just like special friends. Like Dr. Littlejohn, I could just have a conversation with her just like I’m having a conversation with you. It seemed to bother some people, but it never bothered me. I did sort of get “squeathy” one time when she (laughs) invited me to her office, and I wondered why I was being invited to her—the office, quote. You know, we would see her in the dining room and everything and out in the hall and in the lounge and stuff like that. You didn’t really think that much about it. But she called me into her office and—she always addressed the girls by their last name—and she said, “Miss Holland, I have something I want to ask you.” And I said, “Yes?” She said, “I have been asked to send a speaker to a WMU [Woman’s Missionary Union] group, and they want that speaker to speak on China. I was wondering if you would be able to go.” And I said, “Well, when is it?” She told me and she said, “Now, they’ll pick you up,” and so on. So it was a very wonderful conversation with her, and we’d laugh. She had a very deep, roaring laugh. She’d just get so tickled about things.
She had a very, very wonderful relationship with her students.

|00:11:13|

And my last assignment of housework—we had to do housework to supplement our scholarship.

McENTYRE: In the dorms?

LUMPKIN: Yes, uh-huh. Yes, in the school itself. You were assigned things as lowly as cleaning the bathroom, which I did one month, (both laugh) the bathroom on the hall that I lived on. But my last assignment was serving Dr. Littlejohn’s table. They had a staff person at the head of each table in the dining room, and the girls were assigned to different tables every month—I mean to eat as well as to serve. So my last assignment was to serve breakfast—I mean, to be her server for breakfast. You stood behind the hostess and—or host or hostess—and they would tell you, you know, like, “Miss [Helen] Meredith down there needs coffee.” And you would serve her coffee. Or, “I need coffee” or “I need—” And she was left-handed, so it was always sort of, How do I do this properly? (laughs)

|00:12:51|
 
|00:13:55|

McENTYRE: What do you think were some of the most important things you learned at Carver?

LUMPKIN: Well, knowledge, of course, about various cultures of people and the world. And knowledge about just everyday things, everyday goings-on and so on. I was the youngest child of my family, and some of my brothers and sisters, of course, were already married and gone. I thought it was real fun to have a lot of girls around, you know, and so on like that. Friendships were so wonderful, and they’re as—they’re even lasting till today. And a lot of memories that we made with attending other churches. We didn’t belong to any particular church. Actually, the first year, we just were asked to visit different churches in the area of downtown Louisville. And I learned to be a good hostess. Those things were taught, as well as everything else. And I learned about history of the WMU and, of course, great knowledge of the Bible.

|00:15:42|

McENTYRE: So you did take Bible courses along with your other— LUMPKIN: Oh yes. Um-hm, yes.
McENTYRE: So how have you used—and you mentioned it a little bit a minute ago— but how have you used what you learned throughout your life?

LUMPKIN: Well, I’ve used the Bible knowledge. Also, I think in learning all of this, you learn to study more. Even though you learned a lot in college, there was a lot of added things—writing and so on like that. I could say that I probably have used some of everything I learned there. My first assignment was at Woody Barton Good Will Center here in Nashville. I was not hired as a permanent worker; I was just summer interim to help the director there. When I went, she said, “Everything is yours to plan. All the clubs, all the meetings, and everything that we have are yours to plan.” And you begin using it right off.

|00:17:07|

Then I married in September 1942, and became a pastor’s wife. And I used lots of—lots, lots of the things that I learned there: working with the WMU organizations and working with the people in the church through WMU, through Sunday school, and whatever I was asked—you know, that I was asked to do. And in 1961, we were asked to go to Alexandria, Virginia, and set up—they called it a mission center—downtown Alexandria. And there, both of us used our studies in social work and everything like that, because it was just a mission field. We planned programs like after-school groups and mothers’ Bible classes, mothers’ arts-and-craft[s] classes, and things like that—were all of that.

[Lumpkin clarification: Before we went to Alexandria, we lived in Nashville.] When my husband came to Nashville to be pastor of North Edgefield Baptist Church, I taught school and worked on my special ministries degree at Peabody College, and I taught
 
special children. My first class was in retarded special—what we called retarded children—that could learn to read. I mean, they were teachable, in other words; trainable. And my second class was at Ross School here in Nashville. Every child in the class was brain-damaged at birth, and so that was a very unusual class. I was able to use, well, lots of my training and patience (laughs) almost more than anything else. And then from there I went—I was assigned to Junior League Home for Crippled Children and taught there, taught high school pupils who were mostly young people that had polio and had come to Vanderbilt for surgery. They would recuperate or, you know, rehabilitate there at Junior League Home.

|00:20:03|

McENTYRE: Sounds like you used your training (both laugh) in lots of different ways.

LUMPKIN: Uh-huh. And then, of course, we went from Virginia to Texas where—at Broadway Baptist Church.

McENTYRE: Really.

LUMPKIN: Uh-huh. We went just to the church, not to a whole association or anything like that.

McENTYRE: Was your husband pastor there?

LUMPKIN: No. We did work—we did the mission work. We had a Baptist center—is what they called it there.

McENTYRE: What year was that?

LUMPKIN: We were there—let’s see—19[ ]—I don’t— McENTYRE: What decade was it? (laughs)
LUMPKIN: Yeah. (laughs) Sixties. [Lumpkin note: We were there 1965–1970.]

|00:20:49|

McENTYRE: The sixties, okay. Back to Carver. Are there any Carver classmates that you’ve kept up with over the years?

LUMPKIN: Oh yes, several. When we first graduated, there was, you know, a pretty long list you sort of kept up with, but as time went on and so on. In the picture that I showed you, there are friends that were missionaries that went as—to the mission field. I guess Sue Ellen and I have long—I mean stayed closer together all these years.

McENTYRE: And she goes by Sue Ellen. What’s her last name?

LUMPKIN: Well, she was Sue Ellen Ray, and now she is Stancil. She lives in Memphis, Tennessee, in a retirement home.
 
McENTYRE: And you’ve kept up with her all these years.

LUMPKIN: All these years, yes. We were very, very close friends and always kept up with each other and so on.

|00:21:57|

McENTYRE: Do you ever reminisce about your days at Carver?

LUMPKIN: Oh yes. (McEntyre laughs) We just did that the other night. We were laughing about some of the things that—and some of the people and some of the staff people. We had a special person named Miss [Claudia] Edwards who was the person that, like, checked on our fieldwork. Sometimes she—we didn’t know anything about it; she would just pop in. And I remember one of her—and then she would call you to her office and tell you what you did right and what you did wrong and how you could improve and so on. And she said, “Miss Holland, today when I visited with you, I recognized the fact that you let children interrupt the Bible story.” (McEntyre laughs) They would say—you know—and I would stop and let them ask a question. She said, “You’re not supposed to do that. You’re supposed to tell the Bible story and then let them ask questions.”

McENTYRE: Did you take her advice? (laughs) LUMPKIN: Oh yes. (laughs)
|00:23:07|

McENTYRE: Now, we talked about your field placement a minute ago. This says that you did two: one for ten hours and one for twenty hours a week. Is that right?

LUMPKIN: Um-hm.

McENTYRE: Tell me again a little bit about those.

LUMPKIN: Well, I don’t remember that I had two, two different ones. The first one, as I said, I worked at the children’s home on Sunday evening. We would go work with a group of children, have Bible study and then games and different things like that. It was right downtown, and there was not much space, you know, to play outside. I just remember the playground was very small and things like that. But we come to know the children, and they come to know us. They seemed to love us deeply, and of course we loved them. And as I was saying earlier, my second year I was assigned to Saint Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville. They assigned—the church assigned me to help Mrs. [Jane] Powell [wife of Lester Powell] do RAs. We had a group of RA boys, and they were a pretty large group. We, of course, did the regular things you’re supposed to do, but we would also take them to the park, and we would take them to visit different mission interests and places like that. I don’t remember having two, but—

McENTYRE: Well, that’s two. (laughs)
 
LUMPKIN: Yeah, that’s two different ones. McENTYRE: Yeah, yeah.
LUMPKIN: Each year I only had one, though. I didn’t— McENTYRE: Right. I think that’s what it says in here.
LUMPKIN: Okay.

|00:25:09|

McENTYRE: What was it like to live in the dorms?

LUMPKIN: (laughs) Well, it was just fun because, I, you know, had lived in a dorm in college and thoroughly enjoyed it. It was just fun being there with the other girls, having a nice roommate and so on. I remember my room in downtown was—it was like Broadway [Street] and then Preston [Street] was the other name. And Preston Street, way down from us—not too far, really—was called the red-light street. And many times during [the] night you’d wake up and hear people screaming. I remember one instant that I heard this woman saying, “Please don’t kill me. Please don’t kill me.” That just horrified me because I couldn’t believe that things like that went on.

McENTYRE: Yeah. Well, it must have been a big change. You said you grew up on a farm, right?

LUMPKIN: Yes, uh-huh. McENTYRE: To go to a city— LUMPKIN: Yes.
McENTYRE: —like Louisville and go to school. LUMPKIN: That’s right, um-hm.
McENTYRE: It must have been a big change.

LUMPKIN: It was in a way because Jackson, Tennessee, was just a small town. One of the biggest—the three biggest things in Jackson was Union University and David Lipscomb College [Lipscomb University] and the Methodist college [Lane College].
They were the biggest—three biggest things there, and just a small, little town. Of course, it’s much larger today, but anyway, it was. It was a very culture thing.

|00:27:01|

And I could—this is sort of interesting in—Sue Ellen and I were talking about it the other night, about—as I said, we could go to different churches. So one Sunday morning, a group of us decided we would go to Broadway Baptist Church in Louisville. Dr. Duke
 
McCall was the pastor. And to those of us who came from rural areas, it was really High Church. (laughs) Gorgeous building and everything. But we went in, marched ourselves in. I don’t remember that a usher showed us where to sit. We just found a seat. And they had little doors at the end of the seat—gates, we called them. We just marched ourselves in and sat on this pew. Then we were all settling in and everything, in our gloves and hats and whatever, and this little lady came in and she says, (using Southern aristocratic accent) “My dears, this is my pew.” (laughs) So we had to get up and find another pew. (both laugh)

|00:28:17|

McENTYRE: Well, a few years ago, when the Carver School [of Church Social Work] was on the national news—you know, when it closed—the controversial closing—do you remember hearing about that when it happened?

LUMPKIN: Oh yes. (both laugh)

McENTYRE: And what was your reaction? I mean, what—

LUMPKIN: It broke my heart because I could not believe that was happening to such a great school and such an institution of learning. It just broke my heart. My husband was also a graduate of Southern [Baptist Theological Seminary], and my daughter is a graduate of Southern. And I had a son that was in the army—Charles—that did (laughs) a lifetime in the army and later decided that he wanted to go to the seminary. He and his wife had planned to go there, but that was when all of this happened. They went to Richmond Seminary [Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond] now instead.

|00:29:23|

McENTYRE: At the time, did you talk to some friends about it?

LUMPKIN: Oh yes. The George Bonds [William “George” Bond and Lucille Bond] were very close friends of ours, too. They would come—we lived in Florida at the time— and they would come to see us every January or February, you know, and stay a week with us and so on. Of course, it grieved them deeply, also. We discussed it. And I think I even discussed it—well, I’m sure I did—with Sue Ellen and with Mary K. Holman [Mary Kate Holman] that I told you about and those that we knew in the seminary, how sad it was that this could ever happen. We also had a couple to visit us who lived in Louisville at the time. They would come to visit us in Florida in the winter, too. It was such a heartbreak to them, also, because he was a graduate of that school, too—of the seminary. And my heart still breaks because of the changes that have [been] made and the things that—so on(??). Was such a hurt. Um-hm.

McENTYRE: Well, that’s all the questions I have for you. But I wonder if there’s anything else you would like to tell about Carver—about your time there? Any stories or memories or—
 
LUMPKIN: Well, as I said, they were very—two fun years. They influenced my life forever, though my husband was not in school the same time I was in. We were in Union [University] and that’s where we met. His father passed away, so he had to stay out of school for a while so his brother could finish high school, and take care of the farm and so on. So he did not go to the seminary until after we were married. But anyway, he came to visit me, and that was a fun weekend, you know, when he came up there.

|00:31:58|

The Powells [Lester and Jane] with whom I worked became very, very close friends. Not only did I help her, but she helped make my wedding dress. And another friend, Hallie King, who also went to Saint Matthews, helped too. I mean, they’d have us out for dinner and so on. I remember another special friend that lived—she went—attended Highland Baptist Church, and her name was Mary Sampson. She was in Carver the same time we were, but she was a day student. I mean, you know, she would just—I don’t—well, she may have lived there because her—I don’t know. I don’t remember. But I remember that we would go to church with her sometimes. She later went to—well, I thought she went to China, but Sue Ellen thought she went someplace else. Anyway, she went to the East. And when she’d come home, we would always listen to her stories. And we—I have written—I mean we’ve corresponded—several of us have corresponded. There was another young lady that went to—I’ve forgotten. But anyway, she was a missionary, and her name was Janelle Greer, and she was from Nashville. We had several girls from Tennessee, and every once in a while we’d all get together, especially like when some of the WMU people from Nashville came to see—came up to visit or something. She was killed by her houseboy—strangled—and that made us very sad. Another friend, Doris DeVault, was also from Nashville. She later worked at the WMU headquarters in Birmingham. It’s just been a wonderful experience all these years.

McENTYRE: Got one last question for you. LUMPKIN: Yes.
|00:34:30|

McENTYRE: What was it like in the 1940s as a woman to have this sense of calling and to go off to school? You know, when there weren’t a lot of women—

LUMPKIN: I know.

McENTYRE: —doing that.

LUMPKIN: I know. I guess—my call was so strong, and I knew to answer that call I had to go to school. I really didn’t think that much about it. It was very hard on my parents because they couldn’t understand why I wanted to do that, because most of the young people that went to college came home and taught school or did various things like that. I remember my dad taking me to the bus at a town not too far from where we lived to go— I’m not sure whether it was my second year—I think it was my second year—and he just said, “My darling, I wish you wouldn’t want to go, but I know you do, and I know you
 
need to. I send you with my prayers.” My parents were great Christians, great believers in doing what God wanted you to do, and to fulfill the purpose that God had for your life.
So I guess I didn’t think too much about just being a woman. (laughs)

Sue Ellen and I were talking about it, that when we were down at the first building our first year, we would go out to the seminary, like for mission meetings. They’d have mission day or stuff like that, and we would be invited to go out and listen. We could go to Mullins Hall, you know, and didn’t think anything about it. But when we moved out on the hill, then we didn’t go to Mullins Hall. I don’t remember that, but she does.

McENTYRE: You weren’t allowed to?

|00:36:42|

LUMPKIN: I reckon; that’s what she said. (McEntyre laughs) I don’t remember that, you know, at all. I just remember going to class with the men, and we all settled just as close as we could to each other. We didn’t mingle with the men. (laughs)

McENTYRE: But you had class together. LUMPKIN: Oh yes, yes. The second year. McENTYRE: I didn’t know that.
LUMPKIN: Like you took—yeah, in my Old Testament class, in my New Testament class, in mission class—well, just about every class we took over at the seminary. WMU was always taught at the WMU Training School, social work was always taught at the WMU Training School, and missions—one mission class was always taught there. But all of your Bible classes and things like that, we had to go to the seminary, and they were with men. But we sort of stayed very secluded—I mean, in our own little group, you know. You’d have to answer questions, and I would always be so frightened. I’d think, Oh, these men in here, they’re going to laugh at what you say. But you soon get over that. (laughs)

McENTYRE: Well, thank you for sharing all this with me.

LUMPKIN: Oh, well, you’re welcome. I just—it’s been fun and I’m so glad you came.

end of interview
